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Nathan T. Brittsan 
 

SanJose,CA 95112 
nathan@  

Dr. Bryant Myers 
135 N Oakland Ave 
Pasadena,CA 91101 
myers@fuller.edu 

September 28, 2017 

Dear Dr. Myers: 

Greetings in the name of Christ. I trust you have been briefed on my situation. I would like 
to appeal my dismissal from Fuller Theological Seminary. 

I want to begin by saying that I have no desire to be contentious, nor did I apply to Fuller 
with any motivation other than to get a quality theological education from a well-respected 
institution. My intention was to quietly attend classes, learn a lot, and follow the call of God 
the best I know how. 

So far, 1 feel comfortable in the Fuller atmosphere; I come from an evangelical background, 
but I am passionate about social justice. One aspect of my call is to build bridges between 
disparate communities and, while contemplating options for my education, I felt an 
surprising leading of the Spirit to this evangelical seminary. Rest assured that I do not have 
any agenda to push, other than to ask for a place at the table. 

As an American Baptist associate pastor, I am somewhat spoiled by my denomination's 
penchant for freedom of conscience and soul liberty. We don't have a litmus test of "true" 
Christianity, other than faith in the risen Christ. At our church, we are busy with what some 
call dredges of society-the homeless, the addicted, the least of these. I've learned how 
perspectives change when you are in the trenches of war. Differences subside, points of 
differing doctrines fade away as the primary concern becomes helping this person who 
looks so much like the face of Christ. 

One of my favorites personal principles is that there is not any issue of doctrinal division 
that cannot be bridged by the love and understanding of Jesus. I know, it seems impossible 
in this day and age where even our churches and seminaries are politically polarized, but no 
matter what divides us, is any issue greater than He who unites us? I say no! 

I think we have a chance here to take a very small step toward some much-needed unity. As 
I told Max Wedel and Kurt Frederickson when they asked me to withdraw my application, I 
was hoping to approach my time at Fuller in a don't-ask-don't-tell manner. I can pledge to 
this, if necessary. In my seminary experience, I hope to engage in an honest exchange of 
intellectual and spiritual knowledge in the tradition of edifying and sharpening one another. 
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So it's with this idealism that I humbly ask: may I please commune with you? Can we follow 
the example of the earliest apostles and acknowledge that we may not agree on every point 
of doctrine? My God and my conscience allow me-no, compel me-to dine with the 
"unclean." My God and my conscience allow me freedom to eat the meat offered to idols; 
why would I offend my gracious brothers? In that spirit, I lovingly tell you: you have the 
freedom to dine with me. 

Here's where this situation finds me: I already attended classes and purchased books. I've 
done readings, posted online, and invested hours in my studies. Incidentally, I also declined 
an offer of admission to a Graduate Theological Union seminary that included a generous 
scholarship. A dismissal from Fuller will set me back a year in my educational goals and 
ultimately treats me unfairly. 

May I propose this: allow me to complete this quarter on probationary status. Allow me to 
at least complete the credits I began so I may transfer them to another seminary and 
maintain progress on my education. I will comply with any reasonable conditions you 
require. If you contact the Menlo Park faculty and staff, you will find I have already made a 
positive impression on those I met. 

Finally, I understand that you are within the bounds of your internal policies to dismiss me. 
I am asking that you lend me some grace and allow me to complete the quarter. 

Because I read in the student handbook that your upcoming decision is final, I will add 
something here that I would otherwise be inclined to include in a follow-up letter. In the 
Fuller student handbook, it excerpts Title IX, which says: 

"No person in the United States, shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity 
receiving Federal financial assistance ... " Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and its 
implementing regulation at 34 C.F.R. Part 106 (Title IX). 

I believe this applies to our situation. The last thing I want to do is pursue a legal remedy, 
but I do think there is a legal and moral principle that should internally compel you to do 
the right thing. 

My prayer is that we find common ground. Please feel free to ask me any questions that 
might give you some peace of mind about arriving at a reasonable compromise. 

In His Grace, 

Nathan T. Brittsan 
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