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Fellowship of Christian
Athletes Let Back in San Jose
Schools After Court Rejects
District’s ‘Double Standard’
Ninth Circuit ruling boosts First Amendment protections for faith groups denied campus access.

KATE SHELLNUTT OCTOBER 10, 2023 01:00 PM
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erving as the Bay Area director for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA),
Rigo Lopez didn’t expect that his work would involve court depositions and
early morning emails with lawyers. Or that he’d have to pray for and defend

students whose teachers campaigned against their club and its convictions.

But Monday marks a long-awaited milestone
in the Christian organization’s legal fight in
California. FCA learned it can finally return
to San Jose public schools—four years after
losing its official recognition over its faith
statement and a month after a significant
First Amendment ruling in federal appeals
court.

Following major religious liberty decisions at
the Supreme Court, the FCA ruling offers a
new precedent for free exercise protections.
“It makes other cases much more likely to
succeed,” according to Becket senior counsel
Daniel Blomberg, part of the legal team for
FCA along with the Christian Legal Society’s
Center For Law & Religious Freedom.

FCA’s case was the latest in a string of
lawsuits over campus access for Christian
clubs. The Christian Legal Society at UC
Hastings, the Chinese Student Christian
Fellowship at the University of Iowa, and
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship at Tufts,
Vanderbilt, Wayne State, and Cal State have
gone through similar fights.

After almost 20 years in operation in San Jose local schools, FCA was similarly denied
approval as a student club in 2019, when it was declared in violation of district-wide
nondiscrimination policies. A teacher at one school, Pioneer High, had campaigned
against the club’s “anti-gay prerequisites,” since FCA’s faith statement for student
leaders included a line about God instituting marriage between a man and a woman.

Following the pandemic, the San Jose school district officially adopted an “all comers”
policy, which also barred faith statements: Approved clubs could not discriminate in
membership or leadership. So FCA filed suit on First Amendment grounds, pointing out
that other clubs hold their own requirements around identity or ideology without
punishment.

Last month, the Ninth Circuit backed what many of these student organizations have
been saying all along: that it’s unfair to subject people of faith to unequal treatment,
whether or not the policies in question called out religious groups in particular.

“The Court’s 100+ page opinion overturned a major prior precedent and is a ringing
endorsement of the [First Amendment] rights of students with implications well
beyond high school campuses,” tweeted attorney Casey Mattox, vice president for legal
and judicial strategy at Americans for Prosperity.

A lower court had previously sided with the San Jose school district, saying its policies
did not target the Christian club and rejecting FCA’s plea for an injunction to meet as its
case proceeded. The Ninth Circuit—the largest federal appeals court in the country—
heard the case earlier this year and overruled the decision on September 13, citing the
“merits of [the FCA’s] free exercise claims.”

“The District, rather than treating FCA like comparable secular student groups whose
membership was limited based on criteria including sex, race, ethnicity, and gender
identity, penalized it based on its religious beliefs,” the majority opinion said. “Because
the Constitution prohibits such a double standard—even in the absence of any motive to
do so—we reverse the district court’s denial of FCA’s motion for a preliminary
injunction.”

Ed Whelan of the Ethics and Public Policy Center noted that “FCA had a very good
draw,” with nine Republican appointees among the randomly selected judges for the
“en banc” panel that reviewed the case on appeal. Ninth Circuit ruled 9–2, with both
Democratic appointees dissenting.
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Supreme Court Sides with Catholic
Foster Care Agency
But majority declines to revisit rules for religious
accommodation, over protests from justices Samuel Alito and
Neil Gorsuch.
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In the majority opinion, judge Consuelo Callahan referenced 2021 Supreme Court
decisions on behalf of a Catholic foster agency (Fulton v. City of Philadelphia) and
Californians who wanted to worship at home during the pandemic (Tandon v. Newsom).

Previous rulings allowed for neutral, “generally applicable” laws that happened to
restrict religious activities, under the Smith precedent. But justices ruling in these
more recent cases clarified how even broad policies can unconstitutionally target
religious expression when the government applies them selectively.

In Fulton, justices held that “the mere existence of government discretion is enough to
render a policy not generally applicable.” In Tandon, treating “any comparable secular
activity more favorably than religious exercise” kept a law from being “neutral and
generally applicable.”

For the FCA case, the San Jose school district allowed exceptions for other clubs to
restrict membership—like Senior Women or the South Asian Heritage Club—but didn’t
allow the Christian group to hold faith requirements for its leaders.

“Time and time again, the label of ‘all comers’ has been slapped on policies that are
anything but, in an effort to engage in viewpoint discrimination in a manner that might
fool courts, but which certainly chills the expression of students in both high school and
college,” wrote Robert Shibley, an attorney and senior fellow at The Foundation for
Individual Rights and Expression, a free speech advocacy group.

The Ninth Circuit’s FCA decision “makes that harder to get away with, which can only
benefit the individual rights of everyone at public colleges and high schools,” he said.

Blomberg said the students in the FCA case also showed a “remarkable” level of grace
when faced with severe hostility in their school setting, where classmates protested
FCA meetings with signs and formed a Satanic Temple Club to mock FCA after it lost its
recognition as a student group.

The support of a national organization meant that FCA could undergo the legal fight
and be ready to return; another Christian club who didn’t meet the district
requirements no longer exists, he said.

“FCA is excited to be able to get back to serving our campuses,” Lopez said in a
statement. “Our FCA teams have long enjoyed strong relationships with teachers and
students in the past, and we are looking forward to that again.”
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Why We Fight for Campus Access
The tensions over InterVarsity's leadership requirements have
been costly. But the struggle—not just the outcome—is worth it.
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InterVarsity Wins Suit Against
Wayne State
UPDATE: University’s nondiscrimination policy unconstitutionally discriminated against the campus
ministry.
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pdate (April 7, 2021):

The fight for campus access for
faith-based student groups scored

another legal victory this week.

A district court judge ruled on Monday that
Wayne State University violated the First
Amendment with a 2017 decision that
temporarily denied InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship its status as a student group over
the chapter’s requirement that its leaders be
Christian.

Wayne State’s nondiscrimination policy,
according the 83-page opinion by Robert
Cleland, “violated plaintiffs’ rights to internal
management, free speech, freedom of
association, freedom of assembly, and free
exercise as a matter of law.”

The judge ruled that the First Amendment
protects religious organizations’ rights to
select their own ministers, and that the
InterVarsity chapter’s student leaders
qualified as ministers. While InterVarsity is
open to all students, it asks leaders to sign a statement of faith.

Cleland also agreed with InterVarsity’s argument that the school selectively applied its
nondiscrimination policy, since other organizations also had specific requirements for
their leaders.

The decision comes three years after Wayne State allowed InterVarsity to regain its
recognition as a campus group and only resulted in a $1 in symbolic damages. In a
statement to Detroit News, the university challenged the decision to pursue litigation
when InterVarsity had already been “granted everything it requested in a timely
manner.”

The ruling, though, stands to benefit other student groups or chapters at other schools
by underscoring the importance of fair treatment and religious freedom. Lori
Windham, who represented InterVarsity as senior counsel at Becket, said, “The law is
crystal clear: universities can’t kick religious student groups off campus just because
they choose leaders who share their faith.”

When they get kicked off campus or pursue legal challenges, “it may be evangelicals
who make the headlines because we have the resources,” InterVarsity’s external
relations director Greg Jao told CT last year, but the resulting First Amendment
protections also help minority faith groups who lose out because of the same policies.
“We should be standing there with the Sikh groups, the Hindu groups… those who are
most vulnerable.”

The US Department of Education enacted a final rule late last year prohibiting public
colleges and universities from discriminating against religious student organizations
over their “beliefs, practices, policies, speech, membership standards, or leadership
standards” and clarified their right to official recognition, facility usage, and funding
alongside other groups.

-------

Original post (March 9, 2018): Just two days after InterVarsity Christian Fellowship
filed a lawsuit against Wayne State University, the Detroit school decided to let the
chapter regain its official status on campus once again—one of the quickest initial
victories in a string of legal battles over Christian groups at public colleges.

Last year, InterVarsity lost its recognition as a student group at Wayne State, the third-
largest school in Michigan, over requirements that its leaders affirm the organization’s
Christian beliefs. The school viewed the belief requirement as a violation of its
nondiscrimination policy.

InterVarsity sued on Tuesday, claiming religious discrimination; other student groups
allowed on campus similarly ask leaders to share certain core values. Wayne State
ultimately re-certified the student ministry on Thursday.

“We’re so glad that Wayne State is letting us back on campus,” said Cristina Garza,
former president and current member of Wayne State’s InterVarsity chapter, which
dates back 75 years and is one of the oldest in the country. “We hope the school will
make this change permanent, so no other students have to go through what we’ve been
through over the last six months.”

InterVarsity is all too familiar with the fight for campus access, having lost then
regained its place on 19 Cal State campuses in 2014 and 2015 due to the schools’ “all
comers” policy, which requires school-sanctioned groups to open membership
eligibility to all students and leadership positions to all members. Such a policy also led
to InterVarsity getting forced off Vanderbilt University’s campus a few years before.

Across more than 1,000 chapters at 687 college campuses, InterVarsity opens
membership to all students, and about a quarter of participants are “not-yet-Christian,”
the ministry reports. However, InterVarsity continues to require its student leaders to
be Christians and to affirm its core beliefs.

The Wayne State saga comes weeks after similar issues at other major universities. Last
month, Harvard put a Christian group on a year-long probation for asking a student in a
same-sex relationship to leave the organization.

“We reject any notion that we discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation in our
fellowship,” the leaders of Harvard College Faith and Action stated. “Broadly speaking,
the student in this case was removed because of an irreconcilable theological
disagreement pertaining to our character standards.”

Becket, a religious liberty advocacy group which represented InterVarsity in the Wayne
State suit, also helped a Christian group regain its status at the University of Iowa
earlier this year.

Business Leaders in Christ lost its place on campus over a “sexual morality”
requirement in its faith statement, which kept a gay student from taking on a
leadership role in the organization. Back in January, a judge ordered that the group be
reinstated, though litigation is pending.

Baptist Press reported that the Baptist State Convention of Michigan had shifted its
funding toward church plants in college towns over on-campus student groups, a
strategic decision that may become a necessary move if campus access issues continue.

“Our religious liberty and our opportunity to share as openly as we have in the past” at
colleges and universities “is under attack,” said Tim Patterson, executive director of
Michigan Baptists. Baptists “have to rethink how we do ministry on campus because the
campus has changed.”

Evangelicals themselves are largely split on nondiscrimination regulations at public
universities, with 51 percent in favor of allowing belief requirements for student leaders
and 44 percent opposed, LifeWay Research found in 2015.

Americans overall are open to exemptions for groups with religious convictions on
sexual morality. More than two-thirds (68%) of Americans say public universities
shouldn’t only fund religious groups if they allow gay or lesbian leaders, according to
the survey.

Recent nondiscrimination policies at college campuses have increasingly brought faith
groups under scrutiny, but as CT has reported, the issue of campus access has a long
history:

Even before the Christian Legal Society (CLS) narrowly lost its 2010
Supreme Court case protesting the Hastings School of Law’s “all comers”
policy, universities were struggling to find a balance between religious
freedom and anti-discrimination ….

As far back as 1997, Grinnell College in Iowa banned InterVarsity because
of its unwillingness to select a noncelibate gay leader. Later, several
schools including Tufts University, Rutgers, and the University of North
Carolina (UNC) also derecognized InterVarsity because requiring leaders
to be Christians violated the schools’ anti-discrimination codes. UNC
reversed its decision just weeks later; Rutgers settled out of court; and
Tufts reinstated InterVarsity but later reversed it. InterVarsity recently
lost campus access at SUNY Buffalo and Bowdoin College as well.

“It’s good that Wayne State saw the light after it felt the heat,” said Lori Windham,
senior counsel at Becket. “This kind of official religious discrimination should never
happen again.”
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Judge: U of Iowa Officials
Have to Pay for Repeated
Discrimination Against
Christian Groups
The recent ruling in favor of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship was the second time the court called
out inconsistent policies on campus.
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or the second time this year, an Iowa federal judge has ruled that the
University of Iowa violated students’ First Amendment rights when various
religious student groups lost their official status.

And this time university administrators will
be held financially liable for InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship’s fight to stay on
campus.

Last Friday, federal judge Stephanie M. Rose
determined that the university inconsistently
applied its Human Rights Policy by exempting
campus groups like fraternities, sororities,
and some affirming faith-based groups while
penalizing certain religious groups—
including InterVarsity—that require its
leaders to agree to its statement of faith.

While the university argued that
administrators Melissa Shivers, William
Nelson, and Andrew Kutcher had qualified
immunity in this case, Rose disagreed. The
three Iowa officials—vice president for
student life, associate dean of student
organizations, and coordinator for student
organization development—will have to pay
any damages awarded to InterVarsity at a trial
currently set for January.

Almost 40 student groups—including the Sikh Awareness Club, the Chinese Student
Christian Fellowship, the Imam Mahdi Organization, and the Latter-day Saint Student
Association—were also expelled by the university along with InterVarsity in July 2018.
The university temporarily reinstated the groups after InterVarsity filed suit the
following month. The recent ruling allows them to keep their campus recognition even
if they require leaders to sign a statement of faith.

“We must have leaders who share our faith,” said Greg Jao, InterVarsity spokesman.
“No group—religious or secular—could survive with leaders who reject its values. We’re
grateful the court has stopped the University’s religious discrimination, and we look
forward to continuing our ministry on campus for years to come.”

The University of Iowa issued a statement Monday saying it had revised its student
organization policy to allow organizations to require their leaders “to agree to and
support” the organization’s beliefs.

Legal expert Mark Kende told the Iowa City Press-Citizen that “immunity routinely
protects government officials acting in good faith in areas where the relevant law is not
clearly established.” And since a previous case involving a Christian group at the
university is still being appealed, the school administrators might still be eligible for
immunity.

Last Feburary, Rose ruled that the University of Iowa violated the First Amendment
rights of students in a similar case involving the student group Business Leaders in
Christ (BLinC). The school had stripped BLinC of its status as a registered group
because it barred a gay student who disagreed with its statement of faith from taking on
a leadership role.

The judge had issued a preliminary injunction against the university back in January
2018.

“In its January 2018 preliminary injunction order in the BLinC Case, the Court found
the University likely violated a student group’s free speech rights by selectively
enforcing the Human Rights Policy,” Rose wrote in last week’s opinion. “The Court
would never have expected the University to respond to that order by homing in on
religious groups’ compliance with the policy while at the same time carving out explicit
exemptions for other groups. But here we are.”

InterVarsity has had a chapter at the University of Iowa for 25 years. The group hosts
weekly Bible studies and monthly meetings for prayer, worship, and religious
discussions on current issues.

The student ministry has groups on 772 campuses nationwide. Since 2011, its student
groups have been derecognized by nine campuses, though some groups have received
reinstatement. In most cases the universities claimed that InterVarsity’s policy of
requiring its student leaders to be professing Christians amounted to discrimination.

Just nine days before the University of Iowa ruling, InterVarsity won a victory at Wayne
State University when a court ruled InterVarsity’s case against the Michigan university
could proceed. InterVarsity had been active on campus for 75 years before the
university kicked off the group in 2017 for requiring student leaders to agree with its
statement of faith. Wayne State reinstated the group in 2018.

Becket Fund for Religious Liberty represents InterVarsity in its legal battles to remain
on campuses and filed the lawsuit against the University of Iowa in August 2018, on
behalf of InterVarsity.
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InterVarsity Regains Access to
Cal State Campuses
(UPDATED) Requiring Christian leaders will no longer bar student ministry from recognition.

JEREMY WEBER JUNE 19, 2015 04:40 PM
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pdate (June 22): InterVarsity has given CT more details about its
reinstatement at 19 California campuses.

“Cal State has not changed the
language of their ‘all comers’ policy,” said
Greg Jao, vice president of campus
engagement. “They have clarified that the
policy only requires that (a) we allow all
students to become members, which we have
always done, and (b) we allow all students to
apply for leadership positions.

“We have been assured that we can have a
rigorous selection process which reflects

NEWS&REPORTING International Research Daily Briefing

TRENDING: Southern Baptists | Abuse | Supreme Court | Abortion | Seminaries

SECTIONS OUR LATEST THE MAGAZINE SUBSCRIBE

LOG IN SUBSCRIBE|

Fellowship of Christian
Athletes Let Back in San
Jose Schools After Court
Rejects District’s ‘Double
Standard’

InterVarsity Wins Suit
Against Wayne State

Judge: U of Iowa
Officials Have to Pay for
Repeated
Discrimination Against
Christian Groups

InterVarsity Regains
Access to Cal State
Campuses

Many Evangelicals Wary
of Faith Requirements
for Campus Groups

|

Current Issue
OCTOBER 2023 SUBSCRIBE

READ THIS ISSUE

My High Priest
Understands My
Pain
How to Handle
Toxic Friendships
Honor Thy Church
Mothers—with
Wages

Follow

Free Newsletters
Your daily news briefing from the editors
of CT.

This form is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy
and Terms of Service apply.

MORE NEWSLETTERS

 
Follow 472K

Email Address SIGN UP

TAGS: California Courts Education, K-12 Religious Freedom

POSTED BY: Kate Shellnutt @KateShellnutt October 10, 2023

|

Current Issue
OCTOBER 2023 SUBSCRIBE

READ THIS ISSUE

My High Priest
Understands My
Pain
How to Handle
Toxic Friendships
Honor Thy Church
Mothers—with
Wages

Follow

Free Newsletters
Your daily news briefing from the editors
of CT.

MORE NEWSLETTERS

 
Follow 472K

Email Address SIGN UP

TAGS: College Ministry Colleges and Universities Detroit, MI InterVarsity Christian Fellowship
Michigan

POSTED BY: Kate Shellnutt @KateShellnutt April 7, 2021

|

Current Issue
OCTOBER 2023 SUBSCRIBE

READ THIS ISSUE

My High Priest
Understands My
Pain
How to Handle
Toxic Friendships
Honor Thy Church
Mothers—with
Wages

Follow

Free Newsletters
Your daily news briefing from the editors
of CT.

MORE NEWSLETTERS

 
Follow 472K

Email Address SIGN UP

TAGS: College Ministry Colleges and Universities Higher Education
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship Iowa

POSTED BY: Megan Fowler @Fowl_Words October 3, 2019

|

Current Issue
OCTOBER 2023 SUBSCRIBE

My High Priest
Understands My
Pain
How to Handle
Toxic Friendships
Honor Thy Church
Mothers—with
Wages

expand

SHARE

POST

SHARE

LINK

EMAIL

PRINT

ABOUT US NEWSLETTERS GIVE NOW

https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/search?type=author&key=Kate%20Shellnutt&db=true
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/november/supreme-court-fulton-catholic-foster-care-religious-liberty.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/november/supreme-court-fulton-catholic-foster-care-religious-liberty.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2012/december-web-only/why-we-fight-for-campus-access.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14151&query=Speaking%20Out
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2012/december-web-only/why-we-fight-for-campus-access.html
https://twitter.com/ctmagazine
https://twitter.com/ctmagazine
https://www.facebook.com/CTMagazine
https://www.facebook.com/CTMagazine
https://www.instagram.com/ct_mag
https://www.instagram.com/ct_mag
https://t.me/ctmagazine
https://t.me/ctmagazine
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=support-our-work&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=support-our-work&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=support-our-work&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/search?type=author&key=Kate%20Shellnutt&db=true
https://twitter.com/ctmagazine
https://twitter.com/ctmagazine
https://www.facebook.com/CTMagazine
https://www.facebook.com/CTMagazine
https://www.instagram.com/ct_mag
https://www.instagram.com/ct_mag
https://t.me/ctmagazine
https://t.me/ctmagazine
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=support-our-work&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=support-our-work&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=support-our-work&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/search?type=author&key=Megan%20Fowler&db=true
https://twitter.com/ctmagazine
https://twitter.com/ctmagazine
https://www.facebook.com/CTMagazine
https://www.facebook.com/CTMagazine
https://www.instagram.com/ct_mag
https://www.instagram.com/ct_mag
https://t.me/ctmagazine
https://t.me/ctmagazine
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=support-our-work&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=support-our-work&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=support-our-work&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/search?type=author&key=Jeremy%20Weber&db=true
https://unsplash.com/photos/fJYhPtTWveM
https://www.churchlawandtax.com/stay-legal/church-state/recent-us-supreme-court-cases-and-the-church/
https://www.becketlaw.org/media/federal-court-restores-equal-access-for-faith-based-student-clubs/
https://www.christianlegalsociety.org/project/fellowship-of-christian-athletes-and-san-jose-unified-school-district/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2010/juneweb-only/christian-legal-society-loses-supreme-court.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/october/university-of-iowa-intervarsity-discrimination-liabilities.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2012/december/intervarsity-wins-key-nondiscrimation-battle-at-tufts.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/september/wrong-kind-of-christian-vanderbilt-university.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/march/intervarsity-returns-wayne-state-campus-access.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2015/june/intervarsity-regains-access-cal-state-campuses.html
https://twitter.com/CaseyMattox_/status/1707099851035427074
https://www.nationalreview.com/bench-memos/big-en-banc-ninth-circuit-victory-for-fellowship-of-christian-athletes/amp/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Employment_Division_v._Smith
https://www.thefire.org/news/fellowship-christian-athletes-scores-big-ninth-circuit-win-religious-liberty-and-freedom
https://www.christianitytoday.com/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/archives/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/march/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/gleanings/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jeffdunncom/15784551363/sizes/l
http://religionclause.blogspot.com/2021/04/christian-student-group-wins-suit.html
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/detroit-city/2021/04/05/judge-orders-wayne-state-change-bias-rules-religious-groups/7099553002/
https://www.becketlaw.org/media/court-wayne-states-actions-obviously-odious-to-the-constitution/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/factsheetreligiouslibertyandfreeiInquiry09032020.pdf
https://www.becketlaw.org/media/breaking-christian-student-group-back-cold/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/september/wrong-kind-of-christian-vanderbilt-university.html
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2018/2/22/hcfa-on-probation/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2018/jan/23/judge-orders-university-iowa-reinstate-christian-g/
http://bpnews.net/50503/under-attack-campus-ministries-see-changes-ahead
http://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2015/may/many-evangelicals-wary-campus-groups-intervarsity-lifeway.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/september-web-only/will-intervarsity-losing-cal-state-standoff-be-tipping-poin.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/topics/c/christian-legal-society-cls/?paging=off
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2010/juneweb-only/christian-legal-society-loses-supreme-court.html
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2000/may/16/20000516-011351-7430r/?page=all
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2002/decemberweb-only/12-30-44.0.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2003/october/6.60.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2000/june12/19.24.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/archives/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/gleanings/
https://www.becketlaw.org/media/uiowa-officials-personally-liable-religious-discrimination/
https://www.christianpost.com/news/university-of-iowa-reinstates-nearly-40-student-groups-after-intervarsity-files-lawsuit.html
https://intervarsity.org/news/university-iowa-campus-ministry-upheld-federal-court
https://osc.uiowa.edu/statements-regarding-religious-student-organizations
https://www.press-citizen.com/story/news/education/university-of-iowa/2019/09/30/religious-freedom-university-iowa-erred-intervarsity-group-judge-rules-president-bruce-harreld/3822336002/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/becketnewsite/2019-02-06-108-Order-Granting-in-Part-MSJ.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/becketnewsite/2019-09-27-74-Order.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/becketnewsite/IVCF-Ruling.pdf
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/march/intervarsity-returns-wayne-state-campus-access.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/archives/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2015/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2015/june/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/gleanings/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/international/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/research/
https://newsletters.christianitytoday.com/ctdaily/subscribe.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/topics/s/southern-baptists/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/topics/a/abuse/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/topics/s/supreme-court/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/topics/a/abortion/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/topics/s/seminaries/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/our-latest/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/archives/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=nav-news&utm_content=main-offer?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAmgukYnbzXQoKcXY1eDV1dEdwdRIQbG81eDBzeHJ0bnZ5Y2FvchoMRVhYVVJPSTVXR1U0IiUxODA4dDZvMDlzLTAwMDAzMnI3ZjE0anAwdXBkZjBzYzk4aGxvKhNydW5Kc1RGMUZYRVlJMDdISTE2UhJ2LV4A8Bh1dGJzM3p2NTRaDTEzNi40MS42NC4xNjRiA2Rtc2jSjeqpBnADeAg
https://www.christianitytoday.com/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=nav-news&utm_content=main-offer&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAmgukYnbzXQoKcXY1eDV1dEdwdRIQbG81eDBzeHJ0bnZ5Y2FvchoMRVhYVVJPSTVXR1U0IiUxODA4dDZvMDlzLTAwMDAzMnI3ZjE0anAwdXBkZjBzYzk4aGxvKhNydW5Kc1RGMUZYRVlJMDdISTE2UhJ2LV4A8Bh1dGJzM3p2NTRaDTEzNi40MS42NC4xNjRiA2Rtc2jSjeqpBnADeAg
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2023/october/fca-san-jose-school-district-ninth-circuit-ruling-christian.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/march/intervarsity-returns-wayne-state-campus-access.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/october/university-of-iowa-intervarsity-discrimination-liabilities.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2015/june/intervarsity-regains-access-cal-state-campuses.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2015/may/many-evangelicals-wary-campus-groups-intervarsity-lifeway.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=issue-panel-news&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/my-high-priest-understands-my-pain-hebrews-madison-pierce.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/handle-toxic-friendships-empathy-unity-conflict.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/wilkin-women-ministry-leaders-church-staff-wages-lifeway.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/newsletters
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/newsletters
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14316&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14407&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14792&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14578&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/search?type=author&query=Kate%20Shellnutt
http://www.twitter.com/KateShellnutt
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2023/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2023/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=issue-panel-news&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/my-high-priest-understands-my-pain-hebrews-madison-pierce.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/handle-toxic-friendships-empathy-unity-conflict.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/wilkin-women-ministry-leaders-church-staff-wages-lifeway.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/newsletters
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/newsletters
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14387&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14388&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=13751&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14746&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14906&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/search?type=author&query=Kate%20Shellnutt
http://www.twitter.com/KateShellnutt
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/march/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=issue-panel-news&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/my-high-priest-understands-my-pain-hebrews-madison-pierce.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/handle-toxic-friendships-empathy-unity-conflict.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/wilkin-women-ministry-leaders-church-staff-wages-lifeway.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/newsletters
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/newsletters
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14387&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14388&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=15646&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14746&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/keyword/redirect.html?keywordid=14750&site=news
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/search?type=author&query=Megan%20Fowler
https://www.twitter.com/Fowl_Words
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/membership?utm_medium=site&utm_source=issue-panel-news&utm_content=main-offer
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/my-high-priest-understands-my-pain-hebrews-madison-pierce.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/handle-toxic-friendships-empathy-unity-conflict.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2023/october/wilkin-women-ministry-leaders-church-staff-wages-lifeway.html
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https%3a%2f%2fchristianitytoday.com%2fnews%2f2023%2foctober%2ffca-san-jose-school-district-ninth-circuit-ruling-christian.html%3futm_medium%3dwidgetsocial&title=Fellowship+of+Christian+Athletes+Let+Back+in+San+Jose+Schools+After+Court+Rejects+District%e2%80%99s+%e2%80%98Double+Standard%e2%80%99
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3a%2f%2fchristianitytoday.com%2fnews%2f2023%2foctober%2ffca-san-jose-school-district-ninth-circuit-ruling-christian.html%3futm_medium%3dwidgetsocial&via=CTmagazine&text=Fellowship+of+Christian+Athletes+Let+Back+in+San+Jose+Schools+After+Court+Rejects+District%e2%80%99s+%e2%80%98Double+Standard%e2%80%99&counturl=https%3a%2f%2fchristianitytoday.com%2fnews%2f2023%2foctober%2ffca-san-jose-school-district-ninth-circuit-ruling-christian.html%3futm_medium%3dwidgetsocial&sharetext=Fellowship+of+Christian+Athletes+Let+Back+in+San+Jose+Schools+After+Court+Rejects+District%e2%80%99s+%e2%80%98Double+Standard%e2%80%99+via+%40CTmagazine
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=https://christianitytoday.com/news/2023/october/fca-san-jose-school-district-ninth-circuit-ruling-christian.html?utm_source%3dwhatsapp%26utm_medium%3dwidgetsocial%26utm_campaign%3dNews
https://christianitytoday.com/news/2023/october/fca-san-jose-school-district-ninth-circuit-ruling-christian.html?utm_medium=widgetsocial
mailto:?to=&subject=Christianity%20Today:%20Fellowship%20of%20Christian%20Athletes%20Let%20Back%20in%20San%20Jose%20Schools%20After%20Court%20Rejects%20District%E2%80%99s%20%E2%80%98Double%20Standard%E2%80%99&body=https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2023/october/fca-san-jose-school-district-ninth-circuit-ruling-christian.html?utm_medium=widgetemail
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/channel/utilities/print.html?type=article&id=200336
https://www.christianitytoday.org/


F

rigorous selection process which reflects
InterVarsity’s mission and message as a
Christian ministry,” he told CT. “We’re
confident in our ability to choose leaders who
reflect our mission and message.”

InterVarsity has also posted an audio
interview with Jao on the resolution.

-----

After being booted for requiring student
leaders to be Christians, America's largest
campus ministry has regained its place at the
nation's largest public university system.

CT previously examined whether InterVarsity Christian Fellowship's derecognition
from California State University (CSU) over its "discriminatory" faith statement was
the tipping point for campus ministry nationwide.

InterVarsity has experienced tensions over its religious requirements at more than 40
college campuses in recent years, including most notably Vanderbilt University and
Tufts University. Meanwhile, a surprising number of evangelicals disagree with faith
requirements at public universities, though they also don't want groups like
InterVarsity punished.

In a press release today announcing victory in its biggest campus access challenge to
date, InterVarsity noted that its 23 chapters on 19 CSU campuses will "once again be
recognized student groups."

“Following substantive and cordial ongoing conversations, CSU clarified the intent and
reach of Executive Order 1068,” said InterVarsity president Jim Lundgren in the
release. “We are confident we can choose leaders who are qualified to lead
InterVarsity’s witnessing communities throughout the Cal State system.” He continued:

InterVarsity’s Christian faith compels us to welcome all people. We
support CSU in its commitment to serve the diversity of students on its
campuses. In fact, InterVarsity communities are some of the most diverse
groups on Cal State’s campuses. At the same time, we maintain our
commitment to provide campus communities that are clearly Christian,
where all students can experience and learn more about Christian
community, theology, and practice. We’re grateful for this development
and are looking forward to continued ministry on CSU campuses.

Despite the good news, InterVarsity—which has 985 chapters on 649 campuses—noted
that it “continues to face challenges” to campus access at other schools in California, as
well as New York, Massachusetts, Tennessee, Maine, Iowa, and Florida.

“In a time where much of the public discourse is polarized, InterVarsity and CSU
remained engaged, honest, and respectful throughout the negotiations,” Lundgren said
in the release. “While we are grateful to have resolved the issue with CSU, InterVarsity
continues to believe that all-comers policies will result in the exclusion, rather than
inclusion, of diverse students from campus.”

Even before the Christian Legal Society (CLS) narrowly lost its 2010 Supreme Court
case protesting the Hastings School of Law’s “all comers” policy, universities were
struggling to find a balance between religious freedom and antidiscrimination. (The 5-4
decision affirmed Hastings’s policy that all student groups open all leadership positions
to all students, regardless of whether the students agree with the group’s statement of
faith.)

As far back as 1997, Grinnell College in Iowa banned InterVarsity because of its
unwillingness to select a noncelibate gay leader. Later, several schools including Tufts
University, Rutgers University, and the University of North Carolina (UNC) also
derecognized InterVarsity because requiring leaders to be Christians violated the
schools' anti-discrimination codes. UNC reversed its decision just weeks later; Rutgers
settled out of court; and Tufts reinstated InterVarsity but later reversed it. InterVarsity
recently lost campus access at SUNY Buffalo and Bowdoin College as well.

But since Hastings, what was an occasional occurrence is starting to look like a trend,
said Greg Jao, now InterVarsity’s vice president of campus engagement.

Just under half (44%) of evangelicals told LifeWay Research recently that student
groups at public schools should not be allowed to require their leaders to hold specific
beliefs. Only a third (36%) of evangelicals said the same of groups at private schools.

CT closely tracks Christian student groups and how they fare on campus, including
InterVarsity’s key victory at Tufts, Alec Hill’s response to the Supreme Court’s Hastings
decision and its aftermath, and the 15 Christian student groups that left Vanderbilt
rather than open up leadership roles to non-Christians.

Ed Stetzer’s reflections on Cal State’s decision was one of The Exchange’s Top 10 posts
of 2014. Tish Harrison Warren reflected from her InterVarsity experience at Vanderbilt,
one of the highest-profile disputes over campus access yet, on being the “wrong kind of
Christian.”

CT’s previous coverage of InterVarsity includes its reinvention of campus ministry after
being booted from many California colleges, as well as why it fights for campus access
and its plans for a diverse staff.

InterVarsity recently won a sex discrimination case which offered good news for
parachurch ministries. It also recently appointed an interim leader after president Alec
Hill resigned early due to cancer.
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Many Evangelicals Wary of
Faith Requirements for
Campus Groups
But few Americans want ministries like InterVarsity punished for sticking to convictions.

BOB SMIETANA MAY 6, 2015 12:22 PM
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InterVarsity meeting in Southern California

or campus ministries like InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, choosing student
leaders is a bit like finding a new pastor.

What those students believe—and
how they behave—is an essential part of the
job.

That’s just how religious groups operate, says
Greg Jao, vice-president and director of
campus engagement for InterVarsity.

A surprising number of evangelicals disagree,
at least for campus ministries at public
colleges.

Just under half (44 percent) say that student
groups at public universities should not be
allowed to dictate what their leaders believe,
according to a new study from Nashville-
based LifeWay Research.

Overall, about half of Americans say likewise.
But few Americans want student ministries
punished for sticking by their convictions,
especially about sexuality.

Researchers asked 1,000 Americans in a
phone survey, “Should student religious organizations, recognized by publicly funded
colleges, be allowed to require their leaders to hold specific beliefs?”

Respondents were evenly split: 48 percent said no, while 46 percent said yes.

Evangelicals (51%) were more likely to say yes than Americans with no religious
preference (33%). Still, 44 percent of evangelicals said no.

LifeWay asked a similar question about student groups at private colleges. Americans
were a bit more divided: 44 percent said those groups should not be allowed to have
required beliefs, while 51 percent said they should.

Evangelicals felt more strongly about groups at private schools. About two-thirds (60%)
said student groups at private colleges should be allowed to have required beliefs for
leaders. About a third (36%) said no.

Ed Stetzer, executive director of LifeWay Research, said the findings reflect evangelical
wariness about government funding for religion. Some officially recognized campus
ministries get a financial boost at public colleges through student activity fees or free
use of rooms.

That can be seen as government funding, which comes with strings attached, said
Stetzer.

“If you take the fees, you’ve got to play by the school’s rules,” he said.

Discomfort with faith requirements lessens at private colleges, Stetzer added, since no
state money is involved.

The issue of who can lead student groups has become controversial on college
campuses from California to Maine. Student groups say their belief statements and
ethics define their identity.

College officials—citing what are known as “all-comers” policies—insist groups and
their leadership be open to all students, no matter what.

Groups at more than two dozen campuses have lost their official standing over this
disagreement. One dispute, at the Hastings College of Law in California, went before
the US Supreme Court. Lawmakers in several states have proposed laws that would bar
colleges from applying “all-comers” rules to on-campus religious groups.

Last fall, InterVarsity was “derecognized” by California State University, meaning its 23
chapters on 19 campuses lost official standing. The ministry had previously lost official
status at Vanderbilt University, Bowdoin College, and several other schools.

Jao said he’s currently in negotiations with about six other schools regarding
InterVarsity’s status.

He found the LifeWay findings disappointing but not unexpected. Jao argues the
dispute over groups like InterVarsity is linked to America’s larger disagreements over
the role on religion in public life.

“Our country is reassessing what privileges and protections to offer religious belief,” he
said.

Over, Jao said he agrees with nondiscrimination policies at colleges and universities.
But the dispute over the faith requirements for leaders of groups like InterVarsity—or
groups from other religions—goes too far, he said.

“If you can’t require the leader of a Muslim student group be a Muslim—then you are
sunk,” he said.

Stetzer agrees.

If a group’s identify and mission are defined by their faith, why allow leaders who don’t
agree with that faith, he said.

“That undermines the identity of the group,” he said.

Chi Alpha, an Assemblies of God ministry at Cal State Stanislaus in Turlock, California,
also lost official status last fall.

“Within twenty-four hours, university personnel locked Chi Alpha students out of their
reserved meeting space and forced them to hold their meetings off campus—in effect
our Chi Alpha chapter was exiled from campus,” the group’s national office wrote to Cal
State leaders this March in a letter seeking reinstatement. “The harm from these
incidents is ongoing, as it continues to affect Chi Alpha’s student members to this day.”

According to the letter to the university from Chi Alpha leaders, the group rewrote its
constitution to comply with the university’s nondiscrimination policy.

The latest version of the constitution, posted at the website of the Becket Fund for
Religious Liberty, includes an objection to that policy.

"Chi Alpha believes that the University’s post-September 2014 interpretation of its anti-
discrimination policy burdens Chi Alpha’s sincere religious exercise, improperly
interferes with the internal affairs of a religious organization, and violates the law,
including but not limited to the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and Article I
Sections 1, 2, and 4 of the California Constitution," it reads.

E. Scott Martin, national director for Chi Alpha, said the group is still talking with
university officials about their status. He hopes the group will be officially recognized
again in the fall.

"We trust that the chancellor's office will work with us to get us back on campus," he
said.

Martin said that the beliefs of student leaders are tied to Chi Alpha's mission.

"I don't feel there is any way you can fulfill the mission of a group if you don't believe in
the mission," he said.

Tim Lynch, a spokesman for the university, said the Chi Alpha chapter, known as
Stanislaus Christian Fellowship, is still not officially recognized.

"Stanislaus Christian Fellowship’s constitution remains out of compliance with
California State University requirements," he said in an email. "California State
University, Stanislaus continues to stand ready to discuss bringing the organization’s
constitution into compliance."

Americans are more likely to support student religious groups that wish to ban gay or
lesbian leaders.

More than a third (38%) say colleges should give funding and meeting space only to
groups that allow gay and lesbian leaders, according to LifeWay’s research. About 6 in 10
(57%) disagree with that restriction.

Nones—those with no religious preference—are more likely (48%) to want to see limits
on groups that ban gay leaders than Christians (37%) or those from other faiths (25%).
Catholics (50%) are more likely to want to see limits than Protestants (32%) or
evangelicals (27%).

Yet support for such restrictions lessens when religious objections come into play.

Those who support the restriction were asked whether colleges should “exempt
religious organizations that object to homosexual behavior from this requirement.”
More than a quarter (29%) of this subset affirmed religious organizations should be
exempt.

The combined response to the two questions indicates 68 percent of Americans oppose
attempts to limit funding only to religious groups that allow gay or lesbian leaders.

“More than two-thirds of Americans stop short of denying funding or meeting space on
campus despite the groups’ increasingly unpopular religious beliefs and practices,” said
Stetzer..

CT has covered disputes over student leadership requirements for campus ministries
for more than a decade, including claims of discrimination by faith groups at Harvard,
Rutgers, and University of North Carolina in 2002; the 2003 settlement of a lawsuit
between InterVarsity and Rutgers University; a 2006 attempt to oust some faith groups
at Georgetown; and the 2010 US Supreme Court ruling against the Christian Legal
Society.

Last year, Tish Warren, a former campus minister at Vanderbilt, wrote about the
experience of being part of a “deregistered” group in an essay entitled, “The Wrong
Kind of Christian.”

“Because we were no longer allowed to use Vanderbilt's name, we struggled to convey
that we were a community of Vanderbilt students who met near campus. So the
students decided to write a simple phrase on the shirts: WE ARE HERE,” she wrote. “…
And though it is more difficult than it was a few years ago, ministry continues on
campus, often on the margins and just outside the gates. God is still beautifully at work.
And his mercy is relentless.”

Editor’s note: Senior news editor Bob Smietana is a former senior writer for Facts &
Trends magazine, published by LifeWay.

[Image courtesy of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship/USA]
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